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email: mdrout@wheatonma.edu
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Office Phone: 286-3607
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other days and times

Class meets MWF 10:30-11:20 

by appointment

Mary Lyon Hall 211


English 259: J. R. R. Tolkien

Aims of the Course

Although “Author of the Century” J. R. R. Tolkien is one of the best-selling and most influential writers of the twentieth century, he has been generally neglected by the academy.  Thankfully, this sad state of affairs is gradually changing due to a newer, more open-minded approach to literature, the influence of popular-culture studies, and the massive popularity of Peter Jackson’s Lord of the Rings films.  In this class we will be investigating Tolkien, reading not only The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings, but also Tolkien’s academic writing, some of his sources, and his lesser-known works, including the entire Silmarillion.  Thus you can expect to do a lot of reading this semester (several thousand pages, by my rough estimate).  

We will attempt to place Tolkien in his various cultural contexts—as an Englishman, a WWI veteran, a Roman Catholic, an Oxford Don, a scholar, a member of the Inklings, etc.  We will also see if we can find types of criticism (schools, even) that are useful for explaining and understanding Tolkien’s works.  Aesthetics, languages, literary and culture theory will mix with appreciation and fandom as we use Tolkien to explore the wider world of literature and culture.  

Students should expect to read a lot, discuss and argue in class, write scholarly papers and engage in current debate. I strongly recommend that you get ahead in the reading now, as it gets more difficult as the semester goes along.  Students will be expected to take turns leading discussion (I will be much more formal about discussion leads in this class than I have been in the past) and to attend class regularly and enthusiastically.  The subject matter and student enthusiasm should make for a very stimulating and perhaps even transformative intellectual experience. 

Schedule of Meetings

Note:  Readings may be supplemented with additional handouts, electronic reserves and other materials to be announced.  

September

W
1
Introductions / Review


F
3 
H  I-III

M
6
Labor Day Holiday.  No Wheaton classes. 

W 
8
H IV-VIII, “Riddles in the Dark” variants (handout), Shippey Ch. 1

F
10  
H IX-XIV, Shippey Ch. 2

M
13
H XV-XIX, Shippey Ch. 3

W
15
FR, Prol, I, i-v

F
17
FR, I, vi-ix, Shippey Ch. 4 (stop at “Council of Elrond” section)



Short Paper on Hobbit due

M
20
FR, I, x-xii

W
22
FR, II, i-ii, Shippey Ch. 4 (“Council of Elrond” section to end of chapter)

F
24
FR, II, iii-v

M
27
FR, II, vi-ix

W
29
TT, III, i-v, Shippey Ch. 5

October 

F
1
 TT, III, vi-viii, Heaney, Beowulf lines 1-1888.

M
4
TT, III, ix-xi, Heaney, Beowulf lines1889-end.

W
6
 TT, IV, i-iv, “Beowulf: The Monsters and the Critics”

F
8
TT, IV, v-viii, Shippey Ch. 6

M
11
No classes.  October break.

W
13
TT, IV, ix-x

F
15
RK, V, i-iv

M
18
RK, V, v-viii

W
20
RK, V, ix-x; RK, VI, i-ii

F
22
 RK, VI, iii-vii

M
25 
 RK, VI, viii-ix, Appendix A (i-iii).

W
27
“On Fairy-Stories”

F
29
Pearl (Intro and fitts 1-35)



Lord of the Rings Paper due

November

M
1
Pearl (fitts 36-101)

W
3
 Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (Intro. and fitts I and II).

F
5
 Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (fitts III and IV). Read Tolkien’s essay on SGGK in Beowulf: The Monsters and the Critics and other essays.


M
8
Sigurd and Gudrún, Intro, Elder Edda, Völsungakviða en nyja, I-VI

W
10
Sigurd and Gudrún, Völsungakviða en nyja, VII-ÍX
F
12
Sigurd and Gudrún, Guðrúnarkviða en Nyja, stanzas 1-95

M
15
Guðrúnarkviða en Nyja, stanzas 96-164, Appendices

W
17
S Ainulindalë, Valaquenta, Quenta Silmarillion, I-VIII

F
19 
S IX-XVIII



Short paper on medieval translations (Pearl, SGGK, Sigurd and Gudrún) due

M
22 
S XIX-XX

W
24 
No classes. Thanksgiving holiday.

F
26
No classes. Thanksgiving holiday.

M
29
S XXI, Kalevala sections (handout), Shippey 7

December 

W
1
 S XXII-XXIV, “Akallabêth

F
3
S “Of the Rings of Power”
M
6
Smith of Wootton Major, Leaf by Niggle, Farmer Giles of Ham, Shippey Ch. 8-9

W
8  
catch up



Silmarillion Paper due

F
10
Review, Evalutions
Exam Period: Final Exam
Required Texts 

 (Note:  There are many editions of most of these books, and it is easy to find used copies.  If you would like to be sure you are using the same edition as me, buy your copies at the bookstore or use the ISBNs below to order from amazon or another on-line seller. ) 

Required:

J.R.R. Tolkien.  The Hobbit.  ISBN 0-345-33968-1.

——. The Fellowship of the Ring. ISBN 0-345-33970-3.

——.  The Two Towers. ISBN  0-345-33971-1.

——. The Return of the King. ISBN 0-345-33973-8.

——. The Silmarillion. ISBN 0-345-32581-8

——. Smith of Wootton Major and Farmer Giles of Ham.  ISBN 0345336062

——. The Monsters and the Critics and Other Essays.  ISBN 026110263X

——. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Pearl, Sir Orfeo. ISBN: 0345277600

——. The Legend of Sigurd and Gudrún, ed. Christopher Tolkien

Tom Shippey.  The Road to Middle Earth. ISBN 0261102753.

Special In-Class Requirements
In addition to completing all reading and writing assignments (outlined below), all students will, on a rotating basis, be asked to help get discussions started by preparing brief leads into the material--either a question or an observation that will help others think about the readings.  These leads are informal, but they are important.  

Please note the following regulations

1.  You are required to attend classes.  I will keep record of your attendance as one measure of your commitment to the class and will include this information in my calculation of a class participation grade.

2.  If you must miss a class it is your responsibility to get all notes, handouts, etc. from your classmates and the instructor (in other words, I will not track you down to remind you that you need to turn in assignments). 

3.  You are required to submit written work on the date due.  Unless legitimate emergencies arise, extensions will be given only if you speak with me in advance.  Papers will be collected in class.

4.  Wheaton's regulations concerning academic honesty are strict and fair.  If you are at any time unsure about a debt to an outside source, ask me for assistance.  

Grades will be computed as follows:

2 Short Papers (Hobbit and Medieval Translations):   each worth 10% of the course grade. (total 20%)

2 Longer Papers (Lord of the Rings and Silmarillion):   each worth 15% of the course grade. (total 30%)

Final examination: the final exam is worth 20% of the course grade (10% objective, 10% essays).

Reaction Papers:  You are required to hand in weekly reaction papers. Cumulatively they will be worth 20% of your course grade. 

Class Participation:  your work in class, including attendance, leads and engagement in discussions, is 10% of the course grade.   
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